The Bohemian Lyric Opera Company

News release 

City theatre troupe to make splash on stage for first time in 100 years

A city amateur theatre company is to perform a production of Singin’ in the Rain for the first time in its 100-year history, complete with on-stage rain.

Edinburgh’s Bohemian Lyric Opera Company will be performing the much-loved musical at the King’s Theatre from Tuesday, 23 until Saturday, 27 March.
Based on the MGM film, Singin’ in the Rain is set in Hollywood 1927 and tells the story of the silent-film romantic hero Don Lockwood and his leading lady, Lina Lamont. However, whilst Lockwood and Lamont personify smouldering passions onscreen, in real life they can’t stand each other. As the rise of talking picture is set to make Don an all-singing and all-dancing star, there is just one problem …. Lina can’t sing. Or dance. Or act.  Can Don’s best friend Cosmo Brown and star-in-the-making Kathy Selden save the day?  The story which unfolds is hilarious and full of classic songs such as “Make ‘em laugh”, “Good morning” and of course one of the all time greatest title song and dance routines “Singin’ in the Rain”.

Vice chair of the Bohemians, Alison McKay, said: 

“It’s amazing that the Bohemians has been going for over 100 years and this is the first time we will be performing Singin’ in the Rain, which is one of the greatest musicals ever made.

“It’s such an enduring musical that is loved by young and old, and has one of the most famous scenes in musical history – that of Don Lockwood, played by Gene Kelly in the film version, singing and dancing in the rain.  The stage version adds a fantastic aspect – and there will be real rain on stage!”
Notes to Editors:

Creative team

Director – Malcolm J. Burnett

Musical Director - Peter Robinson
Choreographer – June Geissler
Based on the MGM film. Screenplay and adaption by Betty Comden and Adolf Green. Songs by Nacio Herb Brown and Arthur Freed. 
Cast

Peter Tomassi as Don Lockwood

Gina Muego as Kathy Selden

Rory McLean as Cosmo Brown
Zoe Bellamy as Lina Lamont

For further information please contact Erin Hickey email: erinh@consolidatedpr.com tel: 07837516626
Listing information:

SINGIN’ IN THE RAIN 

King’s Theatre, Edinburgh

Tue 23 - Sat 27 March

7.30pm / Sat 2.30pm

Tickets: Eves £10.00 - £17.50; Sat matinee £9.00 - £16.50

Box Office: 0131 529 6000

www.kingstheatre.org.uk
Singin in the Rain trivia: 

· In 2006 Singin’ in the Rain was named as number one in AFI's top 100 musicals of all time. 

· Jean Hagen was nominated for the Academy Award for Best Supporting Actress in the role of Lina Lamont, and the film for Best Original Music Score. 

· In the most famous scene from the film of Singin’ in the Rain, in which Gene Kelly sings and dances in the rain, the rain consisted of a mixture of water and milk so it would show up better on film.  Unfortunately it caused Gene Kelly's wool suit to shrink. 

· The West End production of Singin’ in the Rain, directed by Tommy Steele and choreographed by Peter Gennaro, opened on June 30, 1983 at the London Palladium, where it ran for two years and three months. The original cast included Steele as Don, Roy Castle as Cosmo, Danielle Carson as Kathy, and Sarah Payne as Lina. 

About the Bohemians 

Formed in 1909, The Bohemians Lyric Opera Company is one of Scotland’s oldest and most respected amateur dramatics companies, and is committed to bringing high quality productions of musicals and musical plays to Edinburgh and East of Scotland audiences. 

· Shows which have been performed in recent years include Jesus Christ Superstar, Titanic – the musical, Fiddler on the Roof and My Fair Lady. The centenary show in 2009 was Oklahoma, performed at the King’s Theatre, Edinburgh. 

· The company is fully affiliated to the National Operatic and Dramatic Association (NODA). 

