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Festive Family Treat at the Festival Theatre

The Festival Theatre is delighted to reveal a spectacular family musical for Christmas – a major new production of the award-winning musical The Secret Garden. 

Based on Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic children’s novel, this much-loved tale is brought to life with the enchanting music of Lucy Simon (sister of singing legend Carly Simon) with book and spellbinding lyrics by Marsha Norman. The show, which won two Tony Awards when it opened on Broadway in 1991, received a triumphant revival from the Royal Shakespeare Company in 2000 and now becomes the latest in a line of exciting new in-house productions from the Festival Theatre. 

First published in 1911, Frances Hodgson Burnett’s novel continues to appeal to readers of all ages and regularly appears in the Top 10 of all time favourite children’s literature. In a sad and lonely house on the Yorkshire moors, the melancholy routine of a family in mourning is turned upside down with the arrival of a young orphan, Mary Lennox. When the curious child discovers the key to the hidden door of a secret walled garden, a long-locked away magic is released, changing the lives of all, forever.

“It’s just a garden. But all I would ask is never, never to leave.”


Anna Linstrum, who has worked on high profile West End shows such as The King and I (Royal Albert Hall) and The Sound of Music (Edinburgh Playhouse and London Palladium), as well as directing the North American premiere of The Sound of Music in Toronto, will lead the creative team. Set and Costume Designs will be provided by Francis O’Connor, a regular creative contributor to shows at the Lyceum Theatre, Edinburgh. Andrew Lloyd Webber’s favourite Casting Director, David Grindrod, who recently made an appearance on the hit BBC television show Over the Rainbow, will be overseeing casting for the show. 

This will be the second in-house Christmas production from the Festival Theatre, Edinburgh following the success of The Corstorphine Road Nativity last year. The Secret Garden will be appearing at the theatre for five weeks from Thursday 9 December 2010 to Saturday 8 January 2011, before embarking on a UK tour. Then, at the invitation of Canada’s most prolific theatre producer and theatre manager David Mirvish, The Secret Garden will transfer to the Princess of Wales Theatre in Toronto, Canada. 

John Stalker, Chief Executive of Festival City Theatres Trust said:

“We are thrilled to have been granted the rights by Lucy and Marsha to create a new production of The Secret Garden. It represents an essential treat for all our family audiences this Christmas, something for all ages to enjoy together. 

“It is a pleasure to make something very special for our local audiences. I am honoured that our home grown production has been invited to play in Toronto’s majestic Princess of Wales Theatre by David Mirvish. A show made around the corner now being seen around the world! This is great news for Scottish theatre.”
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Festival Theatre

Thu 9 December 2010 – Sat 8 January 2011

See box office for times and ticket prices

www.festivaltheatre.org.uk / 0131 529 6000
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