[image: image1.jpg]king's theatre






Calibre Productions presents the UK-tour of
 
PORRIDGE
Written by Dick Clement and Ian La Frenais
 
Directed by Gavin McAlinden




                      
Designed by Paul Wills
Lighting designed by Bob Bustance
 
Written especially for the stage by the original creators, Dick Clement and Ian Le Frenais (The Likely Lads, Auf Wiedersehen, Pet and The Bank Job), one of Britain’s best-loved comedies, PORRIDGE, appears at the King’s Theatre from Tuesday 9 to Saturday 13 March. 

Produced by Calibre Productions, the same team behind the acclaimed stage adaptations of Dad’s Army and ‘Allo ‘Allo, the show has already taken the UK by storm with outstanding reviews. 

 
 “A stirring triumph behind bars”    The Daily Telegraph
The cast of 15 is led by Shaun Williamson, who is perhaps best known for his role as Barry Evans in EastEnders (1994-2003) and, in more recent years, for playing a comically unemployable version of himself in Ricky Gervais’ BBC Sitcom Extras.  The role of Godber, originally played by the late Richard Beckinsale, has gone to rising talent Daniel West.

“Shaun Williamson’s comic timing is spot-on.”    Daily Express
Originally aired on BBC1 between 1974 and 1977, the character of jailbird Norman Stanley Fletcher was originally conceived for a one-off comedy, Prisoners & Escort, forming one of Ronnie Barker’s 1973 season of TV pilots, Seven of One.  The show was initially to be named Bird or Stir before the team settled on the euphemism for life behind bars, Porridge. When the first series was aired in the following year, it was greeted with outrage by sections of the tabloid press, shocked at the notion of a comedy programme glorifying prison.  Nonetheless, two further series, two Christmas specials and a feature film proved the show’s success as it became the regular diet both inside and outside Britian’s jails; prisoners claiming it to be the most accurate portrayal of real prison life on TV.
The show also spawned a BAFTA-winning sitcom sequel Going Straight, set around Fletcher's life on release from Slade, before more episodes were curtailed by the untimely death of Richard Beckinsale in 1979.

****
“Extremely good. The performances are ‘uniformly’ excellent.   What’s on Stage

Now, 30-years on from the sad passing of Beckinsale, the stage show will once again see Fletcher sharing his cell with naïve young Brummie and first-time offender, Lennie Godber, whom he reluctantly takes under his wing as we follow their hilarious antics while they struggle with rigged boxing matches and the occasional attempted breakout.  

****

”Probably the most likable piece of theatre I’ve seen in a long time.  Coventry Telegraph

 
This show has lived up to its promise of rekindling the fond memories held by so many of HMP Slade and its notorious inmates, allowing audiences once more to hear the cherished catchphrase ‘Naff off’ in this unarguable all-time classic.
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The Cast:
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Richard Tate

Ingrid





Claire Andreadis

Jessell





Jon de Ville

Prisoner




Michael Ellis

Prison visitor
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Warren





Haydn Oakley

Ives





Mark Pearce

Prison Officer




Richard Saade

Crusher





Matt Weyland

McLaren




Ryan Winston
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Tickets: £14.00 - £26.50

Box Office: 0131 529 6000

www.kingstheatre.org.uk
Press Night: Tue 9 March, 7.30pm
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